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FUNERAL TRIBUTE TO _uIO_ummmO_u P. G. GORMLEY

..”._.:o ammv sense of public’ mo:os__ at the: death of. Professor _us___u G. ‘Gormley,

| quies in St. ._Ommus.w church, Camanbane.
- On H:m previous evening the remains had been _,m30<ma from the home of

,.:_m c_.oa._m_. Patrick; to St. ,_ommﬁ:m in-the- presence of a large gathering of -
-mourners. The remains were received at the church by Rev; Michael Mullan,.

| C.C, Om_,_,_m:_um:m <m_.< mm< B. _A_m_ﬁ P, _u V.E, _nmc@:m:<m_m was m_mo Emm-
.m_.:.
: " The church was: oﬂosama on Saturday for concelebrated mmnc_m..: _<_mmw the
. _u_._:o_um_ celebrant being Rev:-Gerard E. O,Zm___ C.C., Culdaff. The other cele-
. brants were <m€ Rev. Hugh McGurk P.P. D. _u _w::o_,m:m mm< m O’Neill, Adm.
St. Eugene's Derry, and Father Mullan. "

In a beautiful discourse reminding the people of H:m: duty to pray for the

_ :muc< repose of amommwma S wo:_ and forall the faithful departed, Father Gerard-
O’Neill said that there was no neéd fo m:_om_mm the life’s achievements of the .

late: _u_.od,mmmoﬂ O_o_._._.__o< The priests and people expressed their sympathy with
-the. _BEma_mﬁm relatives and with the other relatives of the deceased, and aiso
with the professorial staff- Qﬂ c:_<m6:< Oo__m@m Dublin, on Em death of .H_._m:
__Em”:o_.hm colleagie. . .

. - Most Rev. Dr. Farren,. m_msou Qﬂ _um:s and z_omﬁ Rev. Dr. O“Uo:m&\. w_m:o_u
of Drormiore, ‘were Bvﬂmmmzﬁma at the obsequies. The late Professor Gormley

‘had been-their: pupil: n_c::m his years in St. Columb’s Oo__mmm ‘which’ was rep-

: ﬂmmm:ﬁma c< its u_‘mm_am:# Very Rev. James A. Coulter; B.D., B.C.L.
‘There was a very-large attendance of clergy of the. n_oommm of Derry as well

as uzmmﬂm frorn other northern. a_oommmm -Several o_m_.m< of the Archdiocese of
‘Dublin"were- _‘mnzwmm:ﬁmo_ __._Qca_zm Very Rev. >:qu< Gwynn, S. J. Emeritus -

Professor of History in O C: U a onomm _umao:m_ n._m:a m:a oo__mm@cm of Em
amommmma
e ._._._m CHIEF z_o_._mzmmm s..mmm : _

Mrs. >:@m_m Deeney and Mrs. Catherine McSorley: Am_mﬁm@ Thomas O

“Patrick J. and George. quﬁ:m_,mv Mary Deeney, Peggy Deeney, D.O.M.,

Dolores ‘Deeney, B.Sc., -Rose Deeney, Patricia Deeney, PT, .
Deeney, P.T., Mrs. Dorothy Tracey, Mrs. Colette Cummins, mmo Jennifer
Gormley, B. mn_ Mrs. Ann Walters, Mrs. Kathryn Brick, Mrs. .._oms Barnes,
Mary Gormley, Louise Gormley, ‘Suzanne Gormley and Angela Gormley
(nieces); . John Deeney, A.C.l:1., Dublin, Philip Deeney and Seamus Deeney;,
Philip Gormley, B.Sc., _,\_m:o:mmﬁm_. Padraig Gomnley; -Michael P. McSorley,
B.Sc., Econ., mmqma McSorley, B.A.., © Tom Gormley ~and Paul Gormley

_ R A:mvsoémv Mrs: Ger
U.C.D., a native of Camanbane, Claudy, was mﬂ_.__a_:@_u\ Bm:_*mmﬁoa at ﬂ:m ocmm-

" relatives. .

qum_aim.

~DERRY

r ormile and Mrs. Shella mozj_m<.
{sisters-in- _msc zom_ racy, Icm .Cummins, B:Sc., Om«mﬂs ‘Walters, J. Barnes
and Dr.-lan Brick, _us D- ?mns Ws-in- _mé Mrs. _so__.m _,\_omoq_ms _u._. A:_oom,.
in-lawy). : .
mm_u_.mmm:ﬁmﬁzmm mnm:n__:a :.03 C3_<ma_~< Oo__mom ccc__: _:o_cnmn_
_u_.o*mmmo_‘ R. Timmoney ?_.:o m_wo represented the President and mm_._m;m of
U.C.D.), Professor Kennedy and’ Professor. _<_ Bates, as. well as a special del-
egation of the undergraduate . and ‘postgraduate siudents who were studying’
under the late Professor o.o::_m< ‘Also. ﬂm_oqmmm..;ma was ‘Professor ._ H:
Delargy, for many years head:of the mmm_o_ammm OoBB_mm_os of Irefand.-

The general ‘attendance _:o_cama _._._m_._< people: _963_:@3 in public life, ‘not
only from the county-and the North-West in general butfrom all parts of Ireland, -
as well as'the professional and. ooBBm_.n_m_ classes. Above all -every-home in
his. nafive parish, -which was so Eo:a of _.__m Q_mﬁ_:@:_m:ma career that had
brought honour: to O_m:a< m:a district, :ma a zqummm:ﬁﬂz_m at ~a._m Mass and

_Emﬁam:ﬁ which Sox _u_mom in ﬂsm ooSmﬁmQ ma_o_:__._m Em o:_.:oz

Eei-
1

Hunidreds -
of mes-  Ez 2 S
sages.of ' i
sympa-
thy were - e
received A
by the ' -
bereaved -

4 n_\ T 4 . ‘gaytd

.y

(R. TO L) THOMAS GORMLEY; DAUGHTER, JENNIFER: WIFE
GERTIE; PADDY’S SON, PADRAIG; PADDY; GEORGE GORMLEY;

JOURNAL | tis SONS, PAUL AND TOM; AND WIFE, SHELIA
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN

President’s Office
Administration
Belfield

Dublin 4

Telephone 693244

PRESIDENT
THOMAS MURPHY, .D.

14 February 1974
Mr. Patrick Gormley B.A.,

Carnabane,

Claudy,

CO Der COLONEL MARTIN BATES (PROF. OF RUSSIAN, U.C.D.),
L perry. , MRS. BATES AND UNCLE PHIL.

Dear Mr. Gormley,

The Governing Body of the University College Dublin was
informed at a recent meeting that the library of the late
Professor Philip Gormley has now been deposited in our
College Library. This is a most valuable acquisition for the
College, and the members of the Governing Body requested B
that their appreciation be communicated to the relatives of
Professor Gormley. | should like to add also my own grati-
tude for this important and generous donation.

UNCLE PHIL (left) IN A RARE MOMENT OF RELAXING
AT THE BEACH

Yours sincerely,
Thomas Murphy
President
JEP/ac
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“NO MARKS FOR RUBBISH” - A FORMER STUDENT REMEMBERS

j ollscoi1t na hnéigeann
- . THE NATIONAL %ﬁﬁm&ﬂ.ﬂ OF IRELAND
Ars Longa, Vita Brevis ‘ ‘ A
: UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, DUBL
By his former student Tony UBLIN.
. . AUTUMN BXAMINATIONS, 1965—HONQURS
Professor P.G Gormley provked mixed reactions. E , , _ _
ny thought him mad. | loved the man. _ . : L .
Many t n“_._@ t ad. I loved the ma S _X B.A. and B.Sc. DEGREE EXAMINATION
He wasn’t mad at all, not any more than A A
E.m rest of us. He was Eu.% one of .ﬁ_‘_omm .Umon_m. T M THEMATICS
with no small talk. This disconcering trait
repelled some people, but I've always felt U | THarRD PAPER
that smali-talk isn’t everything, provided D N Prorusson Gramam HIGMAN, F.K.8.
you have some big-talk. PROFESSOR GORMLEY ;
m > WHHM. TIMONEY ;
b . FRANRLIN
IQ fqoﬁm to _.._.._m.. when | was in America, z l_l Sections A and B to be answered in separate answer
thinking of coming home. T _ . books. .
There’s a job in Cork, he wrote Xe) Seoox A
tl L . -
[ . 1. Find the characteristic function of the probability
e you o oo PIINI wdii
and be brief, 0 e ‘AMW A.H\ mww dv, - o0 < & < =+ oo
m 1 n integral and give such moments as exist when n = 2.
He was talking about my life, or at least, M Examine the characteristic function
the bits of my life that Cork would relish A sl 5 = e, 8 > 0
. : n imtegral for discontinuities of the frequency funetion
reading about. P and find this function.. :
« . i m 2. If £ is a normal variate in standard form and x
But “put it n a page” is not a bad R abeys a chi-squared law, derive the distribution of
rinciple for general purposes. t = £4/vfx
P P g purp Show that the sum of the squares of independent xs
obeys a similar law and show that the frequency function
My vita still fits on a page. of x* is, for large v, approximately normal with mean v
; . and variance 2v. Derive, with full proof, for a normal
[ fork it out, every now and again, population a test of the significance of the difference
and add fresh straw. between the sample mean x and a predicted population
mean m.
D 585—2/3




(at elementary leyel), and give briefly the list of subjeots you could handle

\\ | | \\ |

\\ 51 Leopardstown Avenue -
Blackrock

A Co. Dublin

i “ 99th, April 1972
Dear Tony, j

I anm glaé to hear that your thesis is going so well, and I
wish you good luck in future. , I found & copy of the Frevan 1965 conference ©
on; Complex Analysis lying about, and I had a look into it, and saw an article - |
by J. Wermer. I have learned what Gleason parts are, it often puzzled me
and it seems an interesting idea, it seems to be popular as I have seen it

mentioned so often. I have given up teaching Complex Varieble, as they have
NeW COurses now, :

Az you asked I ﬁ%&% unoficial enquiries about a job locally, but I doubt
if there is money this year, and I hope that it will ease itself next year.
There is af post in Cork, but they are more interested in getting an Algebraist
and you should consider whether you ought to consider such & post. My advice
is to stay at Brown mext year, and fill eut your qualifications in AGAR such
a direction if you feel it an. advantage, and make full use of the library
to give you that additional strangth to be ready to cope with much less
in the matter of‘reaQing facilities when you leave. If there were a fit
appointment open now, I would advise you to take it, but it does not =seam to

there now. I would ad%ise‘you to write to Cork, sending your name, QHNIIFX
and requisite detsils. | I think youf will be able to put all the necessary
details on one page. The Cork schodl is strong on Complex Variagble so

you can give an indication of what you are doing. I would mention your work
in U.C.Ds at the I.B.M., and state what you could do about teaching Programming

safely up to Honours Degree B.A. or B.Sc level, and be brief. Your application
is late, but I did not know of the job at the time, s0 you can apologize for
that part, but they may wish to conmider your qualifications.  Give Schlesinger!
name as a reference, as he knows the set-up in Ireland. ‘

T have been lucky with my own work latterly, and I am now very happy with
what T have found about’ Integration Theory. I continued after you left, with
McKenna, but we left Hewitt & Strombers, but I still thought about some things
and was rewarded for trying. T was reading Lebesgue's book 2nd. ed, and 1 see
thet W.H. Young proposed a scheme like the Loomis I, I, and a lot more, but I
don' tithink he proved his results and also, it is not for a linear functional.

You can let me know what you have decided to do, I was speaking to
Professor Paddy Barry yesterday, and he has not yet considered the applications
so, while he said it was late, you can still send on yours, and tell them you h
are prepared to stay at Brown for next year, or take the job in Oct. 1972
if that is in the best interests of U.C.C.

I wish you the best of luck and happiness on your forthcoming marrisge
and sssure you of my fullest help at all times. Again, I am EAIA glad that
yeu are getting on well, and T wish you would thank Professors Wermer, Cole
and Browder for their help and guldence, and’I congratulate you on the
successful outcome.

Best wishes,
Yours sincerely,

Plags Y . Gotwley
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A LISTING OF SOME OF HIS PUBLISHED PAPERS.

Gormley (P.G.): The wave-equation corresponding io a given
Hamilionian. (Ryal frish Academy Proc.,Vol XLII, Sect. A, pp. 1-6,
May, 1934).

Gormley (Philip G.):
Gormley (P.G.): The zeros of Legendre functions. (Royal Irish
Academy Proc. VI. XLIV, Sect. A, pp. 29-43, Sept., 1937).

Gormley (Philip G.):

Nolan (J.J.) and P.J. Nolan: Diffusion and fall of atmospheric con-
densation nuclei. With an appendix by P.G. Gormley. (Royal [rish
Academy Proc., Vol. XLV, Sect. A, pp. 47-63, Nov., 1938).

Gormley (P.G.): and W. Heitler: On the connection of Dirac’s quan-
tum-electrodynamics and the theory of radiation damping. With cor-
rection. (Royal lrish Academy Proc., VI. L, Sect. A, pp. 29-49, Sept.,
1944, pp. 271-2, Nov., 1945).

Gormley (Philip G.):

Gormley (P.G.): Stereographic projection and the linear fractional
group of transformations of quanternions. (Royal Irish Academy
Proc., Vol. LI, Sect. A, pp. 67-85, Jan., 1947).

Gormley (P.G.) and M. Kennedy: Diffusion from a stream flowing
through a cylindrical tube. (Royal Irish Academy Proc., Vol. LI,
Sect. A, pp. 163-9, May, 1949).
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COLLEGE AND OTHER APPOINTMENTS

THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT RECORDS SOME OF HIS MATHEMATICAL PAPERS THAT WERE PUBLISHED.

LECTURESHIP IN PURE AND APPLIED MATHEMATICS:
PHILIP G. GORMLEY, M. A. , Ph. D.

PROFESSORSHIP OF MATHEMATICS:
PHILIP G. GORMLEY, M. A., Ph. D.

PUUBLIC EXTENSION LECTURES:
PROFESSOR P. G. GORMLEY - “BABYLONIAN MATHEMATICS”

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS:
GORMLEY, P. G. AND W. HEITLER -
“ON THE CONNECTION OF DIRAC’S QUANTUM-ELECTRO-
DYNAMICS AND THE THEORY OF RADIATION DAMPING.”
(PROC. R. 1. A. 50 A. p. 29.)

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS:
GORMLEY, P. G. -
“STEROGRAPHIC PROJECTION AND THE LINEAR FRACTION-
AL GROUP OF TRANSFORMATIONS OF QUATERNIONS”
(PROC. ROY. IRISH ACAD. VOL 51 A. 1947, pp 67-81.)

, 390
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN
BELFIELD

DEPARTMENT DUBLIN 4
OF IRELAND
MATHEMATICS

Tel.: +353-1-706 8265
Fax:+353-1-706-1186

e-mail Siobhan.Purcell@ued.ie

16 September, 1997

Dear Mrs. Cummins,

I enclose some reprints of mathematical papers by the
late Phil Gormley, together with a notebook in his hand which
appears to be a copy of some work of Hamilton’s presented to
the Royal Irish Academy in 1843. | also enclose a reference
10 a joint paper of Phil’'s with the late Maurice Kennedy.

There is one further published piece of mathematics by
Phil that [ have seen - | referred to it in our phone conversa-
tion. It is an appendix to a paper on aerosols written by J.J.
and P.J. Nolan and published sometime in the ‘40’s, | think, in
the PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY, SEC-
TION A.

Perhaps the people in the Library of the Royal Irish
Academy could help you trace any other papers there may be
by Phil.

Yours sincerely,

Fergus J. Gaines

AS A WORLD
RENOWNED
MATHEMATI-
CIAN, PHILIP

GORMLEY’S

WORKS WERE

PUBLISHED BY
THE FAMOUS
ROYAL IRISH
ACADEMY.

GRADUATION

388
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UNCLE PHIL by Colette Gormley

When I was growing up, Uncle Phil’s academic achievements were spoken of in glowing terms. The whole family was intensely proud of his
academic rise to excellence in UCD. He got Professorship of Maths, and then the Chair at a very young age.

For his part, Uncle Phil was the most simple, unassuming man. His passion was pure mathematics. The politics and social niceties of UCD’s
academic life were of no interest to him. He was totally dismissive of the lightweights who had time to indulge in the silly games to gain promotion
or whatever! If they found HIM an eccentric bachelor or an oddball, he didn’t give a hoot!

When I went to UCD in 1963, I was delighted to join his faculty to do Maths but in conjunction with Chemistry and Biochemistry........not
a Pure Maths degree (Uncle Phil lectured to this group). During the first term, students who had ambitions to pursue this highly prestigious course
joined Uncle Phil’s class in droves. Most were young full-of- themselves males who thought that, because they had got an A in their Leaving Cert
Maths, next stop was NASA! Uncle Phil, however, had other ideas. HIS agenda was to spend this first term weeding out the wheat from the chaff.
(He did the same every year). So, he spent that term filling the massive blackboard in the lecture theatre with a maze of mind-bogglingly incompre-
hensible equations. The faint-hearted drifted away one by one (back into my group). In the coffee dock, one could hear them discuss this eccentric
nutter with the Northern accent!! After Christmas, the class was now reduced to a small select band of genuine Maths students, so the proper course
started in earnest. It was this group who adored him and recognised his genius. A friend of ours here in Dublin, Jim Mc Ilvanny (he got a Ph.D. in
civil engineering in UCD in the early 60’s) tells an anecdote widely recounted in UCD at that time about Uncle Phil. Three highly regarded, eminent,
engineering academics were in the coffee dock trying to formulate an equation to deal with whatever they were working on. It had been exercising
their brains for many days, maybe weeks, and they were getting nowhere. Uncle Phil was in the queue waiting to get his coffee and as he passed their
table, they briefly outlined their problem. Without stopping in his tracks Uncle Phil leaned over, took a paper serviette, scribbled down the solution
and continued to queue for his coffee. [t was right and they were very impressed! His students are now professors in universities all over the world.
In 1993 when Laura thought she might study Astrophysics in Glasgow University, I took her over to chat to someone there about the course. We were
met by a Professor Hickey, who had been a student of Uncle Phil’s. He became quite emotional when he learned that Laura was Professor Gormley’s
grandniece. The particularly talented mathematicians who stuck the pace had enormous respect for him.

My dealings with Uncle Phil were purely of a social nature. The Maths course I was following was not too arduous and I coped without involv-
ing him. I'was also aware that his ability and mine were on two vastly different planes and I didn’t want him to realise that I was a real "thick" (by
his lofty standards). So, we would meet in the Unicorn Restaurant (off Merrion Row),have lunch, and then maybe go to the cinema. I saw Cinerama
with him. In third year of college, when I started going out with Hughie, on those occasions we became a three-ball! If we met in UCD, we had a
chat but he was usually dashing to some lecture and so was I. He looked every inch the typical absent-minded professor, his gown hanging off him
and covered in white chalk dust. On the last day of each term throughout my college days, Uncle Phil would always arrange with Dolores (Deeny)
and myself to meet him in town and he’d give us a lift home. On these journeys, we’d set sail in his clapped out baby blue Renault (heater not work-
ing, so we froze!). The snippets of conversation I remember were his figuring out Distances/Time e.g. Ardee to Castleblaney...12 miles...it’s quar-
ter past 10 now...... if we average 45mph we’ll be there by whatever! And we should be in Monaghan at 27 minutes to 12 for a cup of coffee.

He was immensely kind. Always asked did I need money or anything. I always said no, but was delighted when he chose to stuff a £5 in my hand.
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MY MEMORIES OF UNCLE PHIL by Philip Gormley

Uncle Phil was the eldest son of the Gormley family. After early education in Kilgort Primary School, he went on in due course to St.
Columb’s College, where he distinguished himself in a number of respects. He was a particularly fine mathematics student - his Senior Certificate
results indicated marks such as 385 out of a possible 400 in one subject (we often wondered how he managed to lose the last 15 marks!) and a notable
talent as a musician - he played the violin in the College Orchestra of the day. He went off to University College Dublin on the back of a County
Council Scholarship, but not without significant financial sacrifice on the part of his father. Because Granddad had to sell a lorry which he bad in the
shop to pay Uncle Phil’s fees at UCD. Uncle Phil was an exemplary student at UCD - he took short notes in the course of each lecture, and then tran-
scribed them at night long-hand when he got back to his digs. He was exceptionally gifted in the point of mathematics - the whole subject came as
naturally to him as breathing - with the result that when he graduated his marks “were the highest marks ever awarded in mathematics in the history
of the University”. (I quote this point nearly verbatim from the words of an article in the Derry Journal of the day reported in one of the “Fifty Years
Ago” columns within that newspaper).

He continued his mathematical studies and in due course was awarded an MA and a PhD in mathematics. Around this time, he was up vis-
iting in Carnanbane and he met one of the old neighbours who had obviously heard about his academic qualification.

“Congratulations Phil! I hear you are now a Doctor! Did you know that I am suffering from a bit of a pain in the leg? I just wondered if you might
be in a position to look at me...”

I first made the acquaintance of Uncle Phil when he came up to visit us in Carnanbane in the 1950s. Uncle Phil never married, you see, and
he told Daddy afterwards that he always felt a bit insecure going to visit in the homes of most of his married brothers. But he always seemed to feel
at ease coming to us in Carnanbane. -

I think it must have been the pull of home roots! Certainly, he ever carried his education, indeed his genius, very lightly indeed. e was ever
generous to a fault with all of us, and I remember being taken away on a shopping expedition to Coleraine just so he could get the chance to spend a
bit of his money on us.

Tn about 1964 or thereabouts, Uncle Phil bought himself a house in Leopardstown Avenue near Stallorgan. As a family, we trekked down to
him in early August of that year to stay there and to go to the Dublin Horse Show. We were back there again in both of the following years, and Uncle
Phil was ever a most generous and unfussy host. T think the likes of my mother found it a bit traumatic to see how little regard Uncle Phil had for
such tedious matters as cleaning and so on. But if so, she covered her discomfiture very well indeed.

As well as the mathematics, Uncle Phil was a man with several interests to keep that huge and taxing brain properly challenged at all times.
He had ever kept in touch with music since his days in the College - there was a piano in the house and he had a most eclectic range of records and
piano music. He had a passion for languages - at various stages he had studied German, Spanish and latterly Russian. Of all the languages which he
studied, probably the most significant for him was the Russian. He learnt that language because he recognised that the finest mathematical writing
of his time was done by Russian scholars and mathematicians. Therefore he determined to make the acquaintance of their work first-hand. To that
end he applied himself to the study very seriously - in that he was assisted by his colleague Mr. Bates of UCD (who died only recently).
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